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Building on Marion’s Momentum!

Half a billion dollars invested in five years
Maybe a billion in the next few… 



Who is Marion CAN DO!?

+ Formed 1993

+ Greater Marion Community Area New Development Organization, Inc.

+ 501c3 with 22 Board of Trustees: 9 public appointed, 13 private sector appointed

+ Receive funding from about sixty investors, including Marion city and County

+ FTE 1.5

+ Office in the County Administration Building; next to the Sanitary Sewer Engineer

+ Part of One Columbus, an 11 county, central Ohio economic development org

+ Represent Marion County in the JobsOhio network

+ I am in my eight year







• Nucor

• POET Biorefinery

• Marion Industries

• Marion Industrial Center & Intermodal 
Facility

• Central Ohio Farmers Coop

• Sakamura USA

• Whirlpool

• OhioHealth

• RobotWorx

• Morral Companies

• Humble/Robinson Venture

Tuesday, August 15, 2017 

2018 was a very good year…

Surpassed goal of $50 million new capital investment and 400 new jobs

$300
Million

&
700 
Jobs!



• CenMac Tools – $8.6 Million
• Piston Group acquires Marion Industries
• Pacific Highway Products – New Business
• Ohio Galvanizing Expansion
• Simcote – $3.5 Million
• Project Timber – Expansion at Marion Industrial Center
• Enterra Feeds– Upgrade of Existing Building
• RobotWorx – New or Expansion of Existing Building
• OhioHealth – $47 Million Expansion 
• Mennel Milling – New Building
• U. S. Yachiyo – $45 Million Expansion

2019 was another very good year…

200
New MARION Jobs

$105M
New MARION Asset 

Investments



• Nelson Group acquires land at Fairground and Kellogg for state-of-the-art DC
• Jaguar Transport acquires Marion Industrial Center; renames it Marion Industrial Rail Park
• Sika and Boise Cascade new Distribution Centers
• Participated in region’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy… US EDA funds
• US23 Corridor Study (Waldo to I-270N)… why is that important? 

But then 2020/21/22 arrived, but it has been fairly good





Promotional Video

Website

Communications Strategy, plus…
America’s Workforce Development Capital 2.0

We took time to amplify our messaging:





Communications Strategy



We have a focused strategy — and it’s working!

MARION:
AMERICA’S
WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT
CAPITAL Registered Trademark

madeinmarion.org



• Reputation Building

• Workforce Development around AWDC

• Industrial Park Promotion

• Business Attraction Team Assembly

• Education Corridor Success Sharing Marion Area Workforce 
Acceleration Collaborative (MAWAC)

• HQ Visits

Our six tactical objectives since 2020 



• Amplified communications strategy

• Super Bowl of Marion video

• Site presentation enhancement

• Continued collaboration

• Solar Farming (SB232; PILOTS) & Battery Storage

• Microfarming… community game changer

• Residential Development… will it be affordable?

What to watch for in 2022…



Tour of Marion Manufacturing



Gus Comstock, CEcD
Director

gusc@marioncando.com


